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The use of Allegory and Allusion in Arnold Friend
	Like Connie representing a spiritually enlightened human and “Eve”, Arnold friend has the symbolic force of sexuality, death and the devil himself. This is solidified by the ideas of the author, Joyce Oates to name the book “Death and the Maiden”. Reviewing the characteristics of Arnold Friend that makes him fit for all the three individualities (Devil, Death and a Child Molester), there are several scenarios that highlight his position on the story.
The first one is his physical appearance, he has distress matching on his small feet, shaggy hair and the make-up. His motive was to look familiar to Connie and extents he does on his face he intends to look younger than he really is. He insists that he’s eighteen years old, though Connie approximations says otherwise, probably he is at least thirty years old. Surprisingly, he is aware of Connie’s family being away for barbecue in the whole afternoon, the author describes him as “knowing a lot about Connie”, her name, her friends, and her family whereabouts. His psychological manipulation, entangles Connie’s options and rapes her. 
The death-like nature of Arnold friend is seen when he refers to an “X” he draws in the air as his sign”. The symbolic nature of X combined with character, sounds more like a mission-pass mark for rape and murder. Additionally, the threats of killing Connie’s family and his confession on killing one of the neighbors, brings the taste of death. His sexual motives go beyond limits; he confirms to Connie that he has eyes for her sister too. This is seen when, he tells Connie that he actually knows what her sister is wearing for the day. 
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